
Page 1 of 31 
 

MINUTES of the Full Council of Melksham Without Parish Council held on 
Monday 24 January 2022 at 1 Swift Way, Bowerhill at 7.00pm 

  

THE PUBLIC WERE WELCOME TO ATTEND THE FACE-TO-FACE MEETING, 
BUT WERE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE VIA ZOOM, DUE TO LIMITED 

SPACE AVAILABLE IN THE COUNCIL’S MEETING SPACE TO COMPLY WITH 
THE COUNCIL’S RISK ASSESSMENT RELATING TO COVID.  

THE MEETING WAS AVAILABLE VIA YOUTUBE 
  

Present: Councillors John Glover (Chair of Council), Alan Baines, Mark Harris, 

Shona Holt, David Pafford (Vice Chair of Council), Stefano Patacchiola JP, Robert 

Shea-Simonds 

 
In attendance via Zoom:  Councillor Richard Wood; Wiltshire Councillor Jonathan 
Seed, Melksham Without West & Rural (for part of the meeting) 
  

In attendance: Teresa Strange, Clerk, Lorraine McRandle, Parish Officer and  
Wiltshire Councillor Nick Holder, Bowerhill (for part of the meeting) 
 
382/21  Welcome, Announcements & Housekeeping  
 

Councillor Glover welcomed everyone to the meeting and stated due to the  
ongoing Covid Omnicom situation, whilst the doors would be closed, a few 
windows would be open to allow for ventilation. 
 

Those present were reminded the meeting was being recorded to aid the 
preparation of the minutes and would be uploaded to YouTube in due 
course.  

 

Councillor Glover informed the meeting that Councillor Wood had joined the 
meeting via Zoom and whilst he was able to take part in the meeting, was 
unable to vote as per current legislation. 
 

Members were reminded a meeting had been arranged with Michelle 
Donelan MP for 2.00pm on Friday.  The Clerk reminded Members that at a 
previous meeting it had been agreed to raise the following issues in the 
following priority; legislation to allow Councils to hold remote meetings, 
planning issues, and highway issues such as the proposed A350 bypass 
and Future of Chippenham project. 

 
383/21 To receive Apologies and consider approval of reasons given 
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hoyle who was self-
isolating and Councillors Chivers, Doel and Russell due to illness. 

 

 Members noted Councillor Pile had previously been given a leave of 
absence until the end of February. 
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384/21 Invited Guests 
 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow both Councillors Holder and Seed    
to speak to this item. 

 

a) Wiltshire Councillor Nick Holder (Bowerhill) 
 
  Wiltshire Council budget 

Councillor Holder explained Wiltshire Council had set their budget for the 
next financial year and was being presented to Council on  
15 February, along with a 3-year business plan. Budget proposals 
equated to a 1.99% increase on the council tax, with an additional 1% 
(maximum allowed) for the adult social care levy. 

 

In what has been a difficult year, Councillor Holder felt Melksham 
continued to be served well in terms of continuing investment in leisure 
facilities in the town.   
 

As Portfolio Holder for adult social care, Councillor Holder explained 
there was a proposal for a £20m uplift in the budget year on year, which 
was welcome news.   
 

Given the financial circumstances all local authorities had experienced 
over the last few years Councillor Holder felt the proposed increase was 
reasonable in the circumstances. 

 

Campus 
Work at the campus was continuing apace and on track to open in the 
Summer/Early Autumn, with demolition works on parts of Melksham 
House having just started. 

 

 Lighting on Pathfinder Way/A365 Roundabout 
Discussions have taken place with Wiltshire Council on the lack of 
lighting and progress in getting the crossings installed and noted the 
Clerk had also been in touch with Wiltshire Council on this matter.   
 

Councillor Holder explained he was continuing to challenge on the wait 
for a combination of SSE, Bloor and Taylor Wimpey to put the necessary 
infrastructure in place, however understood the issue was due to be 
solved by March. He felt that this was not acceptable, given how dark 
the nights are at present, and expressed frustration Wiltshire Council 
had not answered his question as to why it was in the hands of the 
developer to get the infrastructure done and would ask that there is a 
better understanding between Wiltshire Council/developers and the 
Parish Council when infrastructure will be installed in the future. 
 
With regard to the pathway on Pathfinder Way, Councillor Glover hoped 
the whole path would be resurfaced, where it had been dug up in places 
to allow for cable ducting for street lighting. 

 
Cutting back of brambles and trees on Bowerhill 
Several residents had been in touch at the level of cutting back of 
brambles on the Hornchurch Road Public Open Space area.  This work 
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had been undertaken by Wiltshire Council and following discussions with 
the Area Manager for Streetscene, understood the second phase of 
works was due to take place shortly and had agreed to meet them on 
site to discuss where additional planting could take place. 
 

Councillor Glover noted Wiltshire Council contractors had undertaken 
cutting back of brambles on the public open space behind Wellington 
Drive, which hopefully would allow for the shrubs to grow back in time, 
which had been suppressed by the amount of bramble growth over 
recent years. 

 

Councillor Glover also pointed out the Parish Council had a planning 
policy against planting trees close to people’s boundaries, as it caused 
issues later on with trees encroaching people’s properties and 
suggested it would be helpful if Wiltshire Council were aware of this 
policy. 

 

The Clerk asked if during the site visit at Hornchurch Road Public Open 
Space, if cutting back of the trees on the boundary of the footpath could 
be raised, if not part of Phase 2, as this had been raised several times 
with Wiltshire Council, including the Area Manager for Streetscene, 
following numerous complaints from residents at low branches 
encroaching the footpath. 
 

Councillor Holder agreed to discuss the issues raised by Councillor 
Glover and the Clerk with Wiltshire Council. 

 

b) Wiltshire Councillor Phil Alford (Melksham Without North & 
Shurnhold) 
 

Councillor Holder tendered Councillor Alford’s apologies, as he was 
attending a Town Council meeting. 
 

c) Wiltshire Councillor Jonathon Seed (Melksham Without West & 
Rural) 
 

A report submitted by Councillor Seed had been circulated to Members 
within their agenda packs. 
 

Councillor Seed explained apart from what was already in his report, 
there was no further updates and welcomed progress being made on 
Berryfield Village Hall.  

 

 Standing Orders were reinstated. 
 

385/21  a)  To receive Declarations of Interests 
 
    As Chair, Councillor Glover declared an interest in item 9(c) relating to  
         the budget and the Chair’s allowance. 
 

  b) To consider for approval any Dispensation Requests received by  

 the Clerk and not previously considered 
 

Councillor Glover explained that whilst no dispensation requests had 
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been received by the Clerk, that those Members living in the Parish 
already had a dispensation lodged with Wiltshire Council, in order to set 
the budget and precept. 

 

386/21 To consider holding items in Closed Session due to confidential nature 
  Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 

representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the  

meeting during the consideration of the following item of business (Item 12) 

as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
 As item 12 would be discussing contractual matters relating to the parish 
council’s proposed tenancy for new office and meeting accommodation at 
the Campus, Councillor Glover asked if Members were happy that  

  this item be held in closed session. 
 

Resolved: Agenda item 12 be held in closed session for the reason given. 

 
387/21 Public Participation 
 

   No members of public were present. 
 

388/21 To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on  
 6 December 2021 and Confidential Notes to accompany the minutes 
 

Councillor Glover informed the meeting, with regard to Min 345(h)/21, that 
the Police had identified the youths who had been climbing the Pavilion 
roof, from the parish council’s CCTV. They had made contact with their 
parents and a victim impact report had been provided by the Clerk. 

 
 Resolved:  To approve the Full Council minutes of 6 December 2021 and  
 the Confidential Notes to accompany those minutes and for the Chair to  
 sign. 
 
389/21 Planning:  
 

a) To approve the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on  
13 December 2021 
 

Councillor Glover explained with regard to the recommendation to  
approve costs of Place Studio providing a detailed piece of work to  
defend the robustness of the Neighbourhood Plan at an Appeal for the   
development of 50 houses on land West of Semington Road (rear of  
Townsend Farm), this piece of work had already been undertaken, as it 
needed to be submitted by 5 January.  The costs of this piece of work 
were £550 excluding VAT, to date.  This would go to the Neighbourhood 
Plan steering group to see if they were prepared for this cost to be borne 
by the group, and as such shared with Melksham Town Council.  
 
With regard to the recommendation to meet the developers of Station 
Yard, Bath Road, Melksham, Councillor Glover explained this meeting 
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had taken place just before Christmas, as the developers had indicated 
they wished to submit an application to Wiltshire Council imminently. 

 
Resolved:  To approve and for the Chair to sign the Planning Committee  
minutes of 13 December 2021. 

 
 b)   To formally approve the Confidential notes to accompany the  

Planning Committee minutes 13 December 2021 
 

Resolved:  To approve the Confidential Notes accompanying the  
Planning Committee minutes of 13 December 2021. 

 

 c)   To formally approve Planning Committee recommendations of  
       13 December 2021 
 

Resolved:  To approve the Planning Committee recommendations of  
13 December 2021. 

 

390/21 Finance 
 

a) To note and approve the Minutes of the Finance Committee 
Working Party Meeting held on 10 January 2022 
 

Councillor Glover explained the minutes reflected the corrected 
amounts following officers checking the spreadsheets after the Working 
Party meeting on 10 January 2022.   
 

The Clerk explained the minutes circulated to members had been 
annotated (in green) to show changes (as per her notes circulated to 
accompany budget/precept proposals), which included various updates 
since the meeting, such as the costs associated with the tenancy at the 
Campus. 
 

The Clerk noted there were a few minor typo errors corrected too.  It 
was also noted the numbering of the recommendations contained in 
Min 373/21 regarding the budget needed to be amended as did the 
date of the Full Council meeting at the beginning of the minutes. 

 

Resolved:  To approve, with the amendments suggested, the minutes 
of the Finance Committee Working Party Meeting held on 10 January 
2022 and for the Chair to sign. 

 

b) To formally approve the recommendations contained within the 
Minutes of 10 January 2022 (except for the Budget and Precept)  
 

The Clerk explained in order to be completely transparent and not 
ambiguous, Members were asked to approve all recommendations 
apart from the budget and the precept, which would be separate named 
items for approval. 
 

The Clerk reiterated the figures had been changed (notations in green) 
on the minutes circulated to reflect changes following the meeting at 
the end of the previous week with the Campus Team regarding the 
office tenancy.  
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Resolved:  To approve the recommendations contained within the 
Finance Committee Working Party minutes of 10 January 2022; except 
for the Budget (Min 373/21a) Recommendation 1 Page 17, 
Recommendation 2 Page 20, Recommendation 3 Page 21) and 
Precept (Min 374/21c) Page 23. 
 

c) To formally approve the Budget for 2022/23  
 

The Clerk explained the budget had been updated to reflect additional 
spend for the Campus of £3,500 for a camera, microphone, large 
screen and cabling.  An additional, £1,000 had been added for 
incidentals, such as a new shredder, whiteboards and a new 
noticeboard for the campus.  In addition, the lease cost had been 
updated to reflect the latest negotiated amount. 
 

The Clerk explained that at the Finance Working Group meeting it had 
been agreed not to budget for gym equipment on Bowerhill Sports Field 
for 2022/23, however, there was an opportunity for National Lottery 
funding for the Jubilee year for encouraging people to be more 
physically active which could be suitable to fund this equipment.  The 
budget showed a £10,000 income (maximum amount of grant) and 
corresponding £10,000 in Parish Amenities expenditure, this project did 
not have to go ahead next financial year if grant funding was not 
secured and as the income and expenditure cancelled each other out, it 
made no impact on the precept request.  
 

Unanimously Resolved: To approve the Budget for 2022/23 as set 
out in the amended/annotated Finance Working Group Minutes of 10 
January 2022 and spreadsheets circulated in the agenda pack. 

 

d)   To formally approve the Precept for 2022/23 
 

Unanimously Resolved:  To formally approve the recommendation 
detailed in amended/annotated Min 374c/21 and spreadsheet proposals 
circulated in agenda packs:  
 

The Parish Council set the Precept for 2022/23 at £235,689.05 against a 
tax base of 2,782.41. An increase of £17,712 on last year’s Precept.  An 
average Band D household contributing £84.71 for the year, an 
additional £2.60 per annum on last year, which is a rise of 3.163%. 
 

Councillor Glover as Chair of the Council and the Clerk signed the 
Precept Request for submission to Wiltshire Council. 

  

 Councillor Holder left the meeting at 7.43pm. 
 

e)  To consider Press Release on Precept and Budget Proposals 
 

Councillor Pafford felt residents may look at the budget and have 
concerns at the high level of reserves being held and felt an explanation 
of the reasons might help alleviate these concerns, i.e., to help pay for 
the new village hall at Berryfield and for the eventual replacement of 
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council assets such as play areas, including two new play areas, which 
were due to be transferred from developers to the parish council. 
 

Resolved:  The Clerk issue a reassuring press release on the Council’s 
precept request with an explanation of why reserves were high. 

 

f)   To note precept information to be provided for Council Tax leaflet 
Members noted information to be provided in the Wiltshire Council, 
Council Tax leaflet as follows: 
 
Expenditure  

 
 

Parish Amenities 
 

 

£953,909 

Administration 
 

£151,511 

Community Support 
 

£42,250 

TOTAL £1,147,670 
 

 

Less Income 
 

 
£77,193 

Less Reserves 
 

£834,788 

With a budget requirement (Precept) 
 

£235,689 

  
Councillor Shea-Simonds wished to express a vote of thanks to staff, 
which Members also supported, for all their hard work in preparing the 
budget and providing a comprehensive set of minutes of the Finance 
Working Group meeting held on 10 January 2022. 

 

g)  To note Receipts & Payments reports for December 
 

Resolved:  To note the Receipts & Payments reports for December.  
Members noted a CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) payment 
£1,524.39 paid in error to the parish council for the land to the East of 
Spa Road development, which had been reimbursed for on payment to 
Melksham Town Council. 

 

  h) Quarterly Reports for Qtr 3 (Oct, Nov, Dec) 
 

i) To note Budget vs Actual  
 

Resolved:  To note the Budget vs Actual report as provided by 
the Finance & Amenities Officer. A review of the council’s spend 
against the budget had been considered at the Finance Working 
Party on the 10th January, and any overspend to be funded by 
either specific Reserves, CIL or Solar Farm funding and so no 
virements between budget headings are required.  

 

ii) To note Bank Reconciliation 
 

Resolved:  To note the Bank Reconciliation. 
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iii) To note VAT reclaim submitted 
 

Resolved:  To note a VAT reclaim had been submitted to 
HMRC of £5,515.72 or which £5,512.72 had been received, 
which officers had queried. 
 

i) To seek cheque signatories/online authority for January payments 
 

Resolved:  Councillors Shea-Simonds and Councillor Glover to be  
cheque/online authorities for January.   

 

j) To consider draft legal agreement for transferring CIL (Community  
Infrastructure Levy) to Melksham Town Council for East of  
Melksham Community Centre 
 

As the draft legal agreement had not been received as yet by the Town  
Council, the Clerk suggested this item be deferred. 

 

391/21 To resolve that council meets the eligibility for General Power of 
Competence  

 

 Councillor Glover explained the Clerk had obtained her CiLCA qualification 
some years ago, however, this predated the General Power of Competence 
element and therefore had undertaken this module in early January and 
qualified.   

 

  Members were asked to confirm the Council met the eligibility criteria 
below, which meant the council had more scope to act on behalf of its 
residents. 

 

 Eligibility criteria: 
 

• Two thirds or more of the councillors have been elected, rather than co-
opted or appointed (10 out of 13 elected in May 2021) 
 

and 
 

• The Clerk to the Council holds: 
The Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) (qualified 
January 2012) 
 

• The Clerk to the Parish Council has completed the relevant training (i.e., 
training in the exercise of the General Power of Competence provided in 
accordance with the national training strategy for parish councils 
adopted by the National Association of Local Councils, as revised from 
time to time), unless such training was required for the purpose of 
obtaining one of the qualifications listed above (qualified module 8 
January 2022)  

 

 Resolved:  To confirm the Council meets the eligibility for General Power 
of Competence. 
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392/21  New Berryfield Village Hall project 
 

a) To note contract has now been signed by the parish council and 

Rigg Construction and work started on site 
 

Members noted the contract had now been signed by both Rigg 
Construction and the parish council by Councillor Glover, as Chair of the 
Council, and the Clerk. 

 

b) To note new programme of works: Start date 04/01/22 Completion 

date 12/08/22 & planning permission expiration date for existing 

temporary village hall 
 

Members noted the new programme of works, with construction work on 
the hall having started on 4 January. 
 

Whilst a completion date of 12 August 2022 had been given for the new 
village hall, the Clerk noted the temporary Berryfield Village Hall had to 
be removed on or before 29 August 2022 or within 3 months of the first 
occupation of the new community hall.  However, things could lapse for 
whatever reason and suggested advising Wiltshire Council an extension 
to this permission of a month was required in order to remove the old 
village hall once the new one had been erected. 
 

Resolved:  To advise Wiltshire Council the Parish Council seek an 
extension to the planning permission for the temporary village hall of at 
least a month. 

 

393/21C New office and meeting accommodation at Melksham Campus - To 
  consider lease options 

 

   This item was held in closed session. 
 

The Parish Council had entered into negotiations on their proposed lease 
for office and meeting accommodation at the Melksham Campus, with 
Wiltshire Council offering two options of a 5-year lease with an indexed 
linked annual rise or a 10-year lease with a fixed £1,000 annual rise.  
 

Both of these rates included: 
  

• Services – electricity, water, heating 
• Use of the shared WCs including consumables and cleaning of those 

WCs 
• Business Rates 
• Refuse collection (except any abnormal types or volumes of waste) 
• Agreed fit out – glazed sliding hatch to office, fire shutter, fixed 

benching to hatch, 2no. panic alarm, kitchenette zip boiler, fixed 
storage along one wall of meeting room, access control digilocks, 
window blinds 

• PPM maintenance of electrics, zip boiler and fire shutter hatch 
• Buildings insurance 
• 3 free all day car parking spaces (MiPermits to be issued based on car 

number plates – other spaces available for visitors on same basis as 
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other campus users) – subject to final confirmation from the car 
parking team who are in control of the overall car parking strategy 

• Cleaning (unless the parish council preferred the campus cleaners did 
not enter MWPC space) 

  
What was not included: 
  

• Furniture 
• IT and telephone calls (except will be able to connect to the public Wifi 

which is available within the building) 
• Internal repairs including repairs to zip boiler, fixed cabinets, hatch and 

blind etc 
• PAT testing 
• Contents insurance 

 

Neither of the above rental offers took into account the impact of inflation on 
the market rent (which included Business Rates, utilities etc).  It was stated 
when the lease is subsequently renewed in either 5 or 10 years’ time, 
Wiltshire Council could offer no guarantees as to what any subsequent rental 
offer will be. 
 

Members reviewed a variety of potential cost scenarios based on those 
options, and compared with other offers of potential office and meeting 
accommodation locally. 
 

For comparison, the Clerk explained to those Members who were new, when 
at Crown Chambers in the Market Place, the annual costs were  just under 
£10,000 per annum. 
 

Councillor Glover explained Members of the Office Relocation Working 
Group had met separately and with representatives from the Campus Team 
on Friday (21st Jan) to discuss the proposed rental offer and proposed the 
Council accept Option 2 i.e., a 10-year lease starting at £10,373 (which was 
the starting point on a 50% reduction) rising to £19,373pa in year 10. 
 

Councillor Glover explained in any instance, the Council would need to look 
ahead at office/meeting accommodation beyond the 10-year period, even if 
after investigations this meant the Council were to remain at the Campus. 
 

Unanimously Resolved:  To approve Lease Option 2 at a 10-year fixed rate 
with an annual rent increase of £1,000 per annum.  

 

Year 1  £10,373 
Year 2  £11,373 
Year 3  £12,373 
Year 5  £13,373 
Year 10 £19,373 

 

The Clerk explained earlier that day she had received correspondence from 
Wiltshire Council who were undertaking pre consultation on parking 
restrictions at the Campus and asked Members if they wished to add any 
comments prior to it going out to full consultation, the deadline for comments 
was 31 January 2022. 
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In order to ensure reasonable availability of parking spaces for users of the 
campus and after considering options, Wiltshire Council proposed the 
following restrictions: 
 

• Three hours free parking in a marked bay. 

• Restriction time – 6am-6pm Monday to Sunday (except Bank Holidays). 
 

 Some Additional information: 
 

• Proposed to have solar powered ticket machines. 

• 6 electric vehicle bays will be provided. 

• Car parks will be regularly patrolled by Parking Enforcement Officers. 

• CCTV will be in operation. 

• Campus staff will be able to arrange for extended stays for visitors. 
attending events that extend beyond 3 hours. 

• Campus staff issued virtual permits which will enable them to park at the 
campus site beyond 3 hours. 

• On-site clubs and tenants of the Campus will be issued with permits to 
enable them to park at the campus site beyond the 3 hours (number of 
permits to be negotiated with the individual organisations). 

 

Members noted there were no Bank Holiday restrictions in line with the 
closure of the centre and expressed concern at people parking at the 
Campus for the night time economy, especially if events on at the 
Assembly Hall, but didn’t necessarily see that as a bad thing as this 
provided a facility for residents. 

 

With regard to the provision of ticket machines, Members felt there was a 
better way to register for parking, such as MiPermit as in other Wiltshire 
Council car parks and/or registering vehicle registrations via a touch screen 
in the building, like at County Hall. 

 

Members welcomed the provision of 6 electric parking bays. 
 

With regards to Campus staff being able to arrange for extended stays for 
visitors attending events, extending beyond three hours, Members welcomed 
this and wished to confirm that this would be available to them as tenants 
also. 

 

Regarding on-site clubs and tenants of the campus being issued with 
permits to enable them to park at the campus site beyond three hours. 
Members raised concerns at the number of permits each club would be 
given, as this could be abused by permit holders parking when not using 
the Campus, potentially meaning the car parks could be over-run with 
permit holders. 

 

Resolved: To write back welcoming the proposals with the above 
comments. 
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  394/21  To approve the draft joint (Melksham Town Council & Melksham  
Without Parish Council) Emergency Response Plan in principle  
 

It was noted some of the contact information was out of date.  The Clerk 
explained contacting volunteers and potential rest centres was still work in 
progress and details would be updated in due course. 
 

Resolved:  To approve the draft joint Emergency Response Plan in 
principle and for representatives of both councils to look at the plan in more 
detail, with a joint meeting to be held. 

 

395/21  Community Safety 
 

a) To note CCTV (Closed Circuit Television) Working Group minutes of 

meeting held on 23 November 2021 
 

Members noted the minutes of the CCTV Working Group meeting held on 
23 November 2021. 
 

b) To receive feedback following presentation on deployable/mobile 

CCTV presentation 13 January 
 

Councillor Glover explained himself, along with Councillor Patacchiola and 
the Clerk had attended a presentation on mobile CCTV equipment at the 
Town Hall and explained it’s capabilities. The Town Council were in the 
early stages on considering whether to install this type of equipment in the 
town. 
 

Councillor Patacchiola provided more technical detail on the equipment, 
such as the length of time it can be installed in any one period of two 
weeks if in motion sensitive mode and could also work in the dark.  
 

The Clerk explained Sgt Twyford had been at the presentation he felt the 
targeted deployment of a mobile unit would be useful in areas which 
experienced anti-social behaviour. 
 

The Clerk had also asked if such a unit could be used for instance on the 
A350 crossing from Berryfield for instance to catch those drivers not 
stopping for a red light.  Sgt Twyford explained unfortunately due to low 
staff numbers, this would not be possible on a regular basis, but targeted 
work could be undertaken if there was an issue using the deployable 
CCTV unit. 
 

Councillor Baines asked if the cameras had 360-degree capabilities. 
 

Councillor Patacchiola explained there were various types of cameras, 
however, the recommended mobile camera was one which had a fixed 
single lens, which had approximately a 110-degree lens and if placed high 
enough covered a wider area to be targeted. 

 

Councillor Seed left the meeting at 8.00pm. 
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c) To consider joining Melksham Town Council with cross council 

community safety initiatives  
 

Councillor Glover noted the Parish Council had previously felt there was 
no need for CCTV cameras to be installed in the parish, given the low 
levels of anti-social behaviour experienced.  However, if the Town Council 
were to install more cameras through the town and in areas with an anti-
social problem, this could have a knock-on effect, with anti-social 
behaviour moving into areas of the parish. 
 

Councillor Patacchiola explained he understood the hope was to enhance 
the CCTV system already available in the town, with monitoring and a 
more comprehensive coverage, as well as purchasing mobile units, which 
the parish council could possibly contribute towards when the scheme was 
further advanced. 
 

The Clerk reminded Members that no monies had been set aside in the 
budget for CCTV, however, money was available in reserves.  The Clerk 
noted the 10% extra from CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy), now the 
Joint Neighbourhood Plan was made, could possibly be used for this, if a 
shared initiative with the Town Council, but would need to check the CIL 
criteria. 
 

It was agreed to keep a watching brief on proposals from the CCTV 
Working Group and other initiatives as mentioned by Town Councillor 
Colin Goodhind. 

 

d) To consider commenting on “Making Wiltshire Safer” Police & Crime 

Commissioner draft consultation  
 

The Clerk explained this item was initially on the agenda for the cancelled 
Highways Committee meeting, as the document referenced improved 
enforcement/road safety, as speeding in the parish had been raised 
several times as an issue. 
 

The Clerk noted the report included improving the co-ordination of 
Community Speed Watch Teams and utilizing data from Autospeedwatch 
cameras and Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) to enhance the targeting of 
speeding hot spots and persistent offenders, which the Police had been 
reticent to do previously. 
 

The Clerk explained she had received an email earlier that day from the 
Police & Crime Commissioner asking every town and parish council in 
Wiltshire to list what speed indicator devices they had and if data could be 
downloaded.  The Clerk explained that the Council’s SID did not have the 
capability to do this as at the time of specification and original purchase it 
was confirmed that the police would not use downloaded data. Members 
were asked if they wished to comment on this, as actual and perceived 
speeding was a particular issue in the Parish. 
 

Councillors, whilst welcoming the aspirations of the document and 
proposals for additional officers in Wiltshire, felt it did not go far enough in 
offsetting the number of police officers lost in recent years and did not 
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necessarily equate to more officers being available to undertake traffic 
duties in order to deter drivers from speeding. 
 

396/21  Covid Restrictions 
 

a) To note update from professional bodies and to consider signing 
petition requesting the Government change legislation to allow for 
remote meetings  

 

Information from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and 
Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) had been circulated to Members 
regarding lobbying the Government to change legislation to allow for 
Members to attend meetings remotely and be able to vote.  Therefore, the 
Clerk sought a steer from Members if they wished to sign the petition. 
 

Members felt it would be useful for Members to be able to attend meetings 
remotely from time to time, as long as it was not the norm and each 
Council set their own policy on this. 
 

It was noted Members being able to attend meetings remotely and vote 
was one of the subjects being discussed with Michelle Donelan MP on her 
visit later in the week. 
 

Resolved:  For the Council to sign the petition to request Government to 
amend legislation to enable councillors to attend meetings remotely and 
vote. 

 

b)  To review staff returning to work from the office and opening to the  
 public, with the relaxation of covid restrictions 

 

Following the suspension last week of the Government advice to work 
from home, Members were asked to review staff returning to work and re-
opening the offices to the public. 

 

Resolved:  For the Clerk to encourage staff to return to the office and for 
the office to re-open to the public. 

 

397/21 Asset Management 
 

a) To approve a new contract for the pavilion (electricity and gas) or to  
give delegated powers to officers to arrange 

 

 It was noted the council’s contract for gas was currently on a variable rate,  
 with the electricity contract running until the end of July. 
 

 It was explained earlier in the day, due to the on-going situation on the  
 Russia/Ukraine border, all utility companies had withdrawn their fixed rate  
 offers. 
 

Published rates were only available until 4.00pm on any given day, the 
Chair asked if delegated powers could be given to a few Members and the 
Clerk to arrange new contracts once new fixed rate tariffs were released. 
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Councillor Patacchiola asked if consideration had been given to 
alternative energy sources, such as solar and heat source.   
 

The Clerk explained the pavilion had not been built by the Parish Council 
as was a planning condition but the parish council had requested solar 
panels on the roof and this had been investigated at the time, but when 
comparisons were made by the contractors, would have only broken 
even. 
 

Councillor Glover explained alternative energy source could be a future 
agenda item. 
 

Councillor Baines noted due to the position of the pavilion, solar panels 
might not necessarily be appropriate, however, Beanacre Solar Farm had 
previously discussed the possibility of installing solar panels on 
community buildings within the parish as part of their community benefit 
and perhaps this could be something to consider. 
 

The Clerk confirmed the provision of solar panels on community buildings 
had been discussed previously with the developers, however, the Parish 
Council had subsequently felt in comparison to what Sandridge Solar 
Farm had offered in a financial contribution as a community benefit, there 
was no comparison and that further discussions were warranted.  As the 
planning application for the Beanacre Solar Farm site had now been 
approved the Clerk explained she would go back to the applicant to ask 
that discussions on community benefit take place. 
 

Resolved:  Delegated powers be given to Councillors Glover and Pafford 
as Chair and Vice Chair and one other Councillor to arrange new gas and 
electricity contracts in conjunction with officers. 

 

b) To approve spiking to all pitches at Bowerhill Sports Field  
 

Due to the condition of the football pitches, it was recommended these be 
spiked to allow for better drainage. 
 

A quote had been received from the Council’s contractor to undertake this 
work of £280.00 + VAT. 

 

 Resolved:  To instruct J H Jones & Sons Ltd to spike the pitches at a  
 cost of £280.00 + VAT. 

 

398/21  Community projects/partnership organisations 
 

a) Beanacre first time sewerage.  To note latest update from Wessex  
Water 

 

Members noted Wessex Water were undertaking a survey of Beanacre 
residents on the provision of a First Time Sewerage scheme, the results 
of which would be known shortly as the deadline was 31st January. The 
survey was to give an indication of whether they would be connecting to 
the scheme as individual households. 
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b) Wilts & Berks Canal Trust Newsletter – Melksham update 
 

Members noted the Melksham Link update in the Wilts & Berks Canal 
Trust newsletter, which acknowledged opposition to 900 more homes in 
Berryfield to contribute to the costs of the canal. 

 
c) Land north-west of Woodrow Road. To note decision of Wiltshire  

Council to list as an Asset of Community Value following a  
request from Melksham Town Council 

 

Members noted Wiltshire Council had listed land to the North-West of 
Woodrow Road, which was in the Melksham Without Parish, as an asset 
of Community Value, following a request from the Town Council. 

 

d) Melksham Community Support update 
 

Unfortunately, this information was not in the agenda pack and therefore 
would be included on the February Full Council agenda for Members’ 
information. 

 

e) To note minutes from CAWS meeting on 19 January (to follow) 
 

The Clerk explained the minutes of the Community Action Whitley & Shaw 

(CAWS) group had not been received as yet, but would be circulated in 

due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting finished at 9.00pm   Signed ………………………………… 

       Chairman, 21 February 2022 
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